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Program 
Conference 

Gesellschaft für Unternehmensgeschichte e.V.  

«The European Department Store in the 20th Century: 
Perspective from Business and Consumer History» 

on Saturday, 7th March 2026 
at Goethe University Frankfurt, 

Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 1, 60629 Frankfurt 
 
 
 

09:00 h   Arrival 

 

09:15 h  Welcome 

Andrea H. Schneider-Braunberger, Gesellschaft für  
Unternehmensgeschichte 

09:20 h   Introduction 

Ralf Banken, Gesellschaft für Unternehmensgeschichte 

 

Presentations chaired by Christian Kleinschmidt, University of Marburg 

 
Section 1 

09:30 – 11:00 h Shopping in the Kaiserreich: The Fascination and Reality of Department 
Stores before the First World War. 

Werner Plumpe, Goethe University Frankfurt 

 
 Time of Crises: the German Department Stores in the 1930s  

Johannes Bähr, Goethe University Frankfurt 

 
11:00 – 11:30 h Coffee Break 
 
Section 2 

11:30 – 13:00 h  A Business Model based exclusively on Expansion? The Development of 
German Department Stores from 1948 to 1978: The Example Hertie 

 Ralf Banken, Goethe University Frankfurt 

 
 The Evolution of the Strategies and Commercial Logics of UK Department 

Stores in the 20th Century 

 Tom Buckley, University of Sussex 
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13:00 – 14:15 h  Lunch, Naná, Grüneburgweg 95 
 

Section 3 

14:15 – 15:45 h Going to the Mall: The Suburbanization of U.S. Department Store Chains 
since the 1960s 

 Jan Logemann, University of Bonn 
 
 De Bijenkorf: Riding the Wave of Luxury and Fashion 

 Ben Wubs, University of Rotterdam 

 
15:45 – 16:30 h Comment and final Discussion 

 Ingo Köhler, Hessisches Wirtschaftsarchiv e.V.  

 
16:30 h  End of Event 


